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Rationale
· Homework is recognised as one of the activities students undertaken after school hours.

· Homework is important for students of all ages.  While not compulsory in all schools, it helps build on what has been learnt and prepares students for future learning.

· Research carried out in Australia and overseas shows a clear link between the time spent on out-of-class study and student achievement.

· Homework should be seen by teachers, students, parents and caregivers as a useful part of the home-school partnership.

Principles
· Every child has a homework commitment.

· Every teacher has a homework commitment.

· Every parent has a homework commitment.

· Homework may be initiated by the teacher and / or supplemented by the parent.

· Teacher set homework is directly related to classroom activities.  It is achievable and relevant to the child’s ability.

· Not all homework must be formal or written.  It may require for instance, discussions with parents or the viewing a television program.

Reading is a part of every child’s nightly homework and is greatly enhanced by family support.

Responsibilities
Each teacher’s homework commitment is to:
· Provide written information to parents including what to expect of school initiated homework including procedures for its collection and correction;

· Set homework to consolidate student’s current knowledge and skills;

· Monitor homework completion and promptly advise parents if children do not regularly 

· complete homework;

· Ensure students are aware of what is expected of them, and how their work will be assessed.

· Promptly and accurately mark teacher - set homework.

Parents/Carers homework commitment is to:
· Support students in completing homework;

· Provide, if possible, a designated place and desk for homework and study;

· Notify the teacher in writing if homework can not be completed;

· Assist teachers to monitor homework;

· Communicate with teachers any concerns regarding homework completion.

Each student’s homework commitment is to:
· Complete work within the given time frame and at a standard comparable to class work;

· Show homework to their parents for signature;

· Read every night;

· Return set homework at the designated time.

Homework Guidelines

The early years (K - 2)
· Parents can greatly assist their young child’s learning by talking with them about school, listening to the child read and reading to their child.  This is particularly true in Kindergarten where homework is less formal.
· In their early years, children may be involved in regular homework such as home reading schemes, language activities (including spelling) and math’s.

· While each child works at a different pace, as a guide, students in years 1 & 2 should spend approximately one hour per week completing homework tasks.

Primary School (Years 3 - 6)

· As student progress through primary years, they increasingly work independently on homework.

· Many homework activities will be in the areas of English (including spelling and handwriting) and Mathematics, but may include homework in other Key Learning Areas and, for some assignments, require greater organisation of time.

· While each child works at a different pace, as a guide, students should complete approximately two hours of homework per week in Yr 3 & 4.

· While each child works at a different pace, as a guide, students should be actively involved in approximately three hours homework per week in Yr 5 & 6.

ROSSMORE PUBLIC SCHOOL





HOMEWORK POLICY




















